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Topics

• Overview of DEQ Enforcement Process & Policy

• Hazardous Waste

• Stormwater

• Questions & Discussion



Survey

1. What permits do you have from DEQ?

2. Who has been part of a DEQ inspection?

3. Familiarity with DEQ enforcement process?



Office of Compliance & Enforcement Overview

• Organizational Structure

– Team of ten housed in the Office of the Director.

– OCE works with all DEQ regulatory staff and 

management, from every region and every 

program.

• OCE is responsible for issuing and resolving all 
DEQ’s enforcement orders, assessing civil 
penalties and requiring corrective actions for 
violations of state law. 

• Enforcement by the numbers

– OCE issues approximately 250 enforcement 

orders per year – half for WQ violations, one 

quarter for LQ violations,  and one quarter for AQ 

violations.



Enforcement Policy

Why does DEQ enforce the law?

• Enforcement compels compliance, resulting in environmental and 
public health benefits.

• Enforcement deters future violations. 

• Promotes fairness and “levels the playing field.”

• DEQ has a duty to enforce the law, both to the public and to EPA. 



Enforcement Policy

When does DEQ enforce the law?

• Focus resources on violations that may harm public health 

and the environment. 

• DEQ employs an escalating enforcement process. 

• DEQ ensures a consistent statewide enforcement program.



The Enforcement Process
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Hazardous Waste – Common Violations

✓ Hazardous waste

determination

✓ Labeling 

✓ Illegal treatment



Hazardous Waste – Common Violations

Hazardous Waste Determination (OAR 340-102-0011)

➢ Complete 

✓ All applicable hazardous waste codes

➢ Accurate 

✓ …and documented

➢ At point of generation 

✓ before mixing! 



Hazardous Waste - Free Compliance Resources

Technical Assistance

• Northwest Region: Pete Anderson, 503-229-5070

• Western Region: Bart Collinsworth, 503-378-5071

• Eastern Region: Brian O'Donnell, 971-263-1619

Training

• Online

• In person

• Facility-specific



Self-Disclosure & Penalty Mitigation Policy

DEQ may reduce penalties by 50-100% if violations are 

self-disclosed.

✓ Discovery must be voluntary

✓ Disclosure must be prompt

✓ Violations must be corrected or under a plan to correct



1200-Z Industrial Stormwater Permit
General Permit

• Administered by DEQ or 

Agent

Covers facilities that 

• may discharge 

stormwater to waters 

of the state

• stormwater associated 

with industrial activity, 

based on primary SIC 

code
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Common 1200-Z violations

Monitoring!

✓ Ensure all discharge points 

are documented in SWPCP 

and being monitored for all 

required pollutants

✓ Frequency: monitor early in 

the quarter 

✓ Ensure that you are following 

QA/QC procedures



Common 1200-Z violations

Tier 1 corrective actions

✓ Investigation and response 

to benchmark exceedances

✓ Tier I recordkeeping

Tier 2 treatment

✓ Triggered if geometric mean 

of sample results over a year 

exceeds benchmark

✓ Timely Tier 2 Plan

✓ Timely installation of 

treatment



Common 1200-Z violations

Failure to implement 

Stormwater Pollution Control 

Plan (SWPCP)

✓ Failure to implement plan is 

a violation of the permit

✓ Make sure your employees 

understand the requirements 

in the Plan!



Common 1200-Z violations

2016 2022



Common 1200-Z violations

Discharging wastewater not 

authorized by permit

Condition 7



1200-C Construction Stormwater Permit
General Permit

• Administered by DEQ or 

Agent

Covers facilities that 

• Construction activity

• One or more acre 

(alone or as part of 

common plan of 

development)

• Potential to discharge 

to surface waters



Common 1200-C violations

Failure to implement Erosion 

and Sediment Control Plan 

(ESCP)

✓ Failure to implement plan is 

a violation of the permit

✓ Make sure your employees 

understand the requirements 

in the Plan!



Common 1200-C violations

Phased development; buffer zone protections



Common 1200-C violations

Causing pollution to waters of the state



Common 1200-C violations

Visual monitoring; recordkeeping; BMP maintenance



Stormwater Contacts



Thank you

Becka Puskas
Becka.Puskas@deq.oregon.gov

(503) 979-5421

Sarah Wheeler
Sarah.Wheeler@deq.oregon.gov

(971) 301-0622

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in 
administration of its programs or activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español |  한국어 | 繁體中文 |  Pусский |  Tiếng Việt العربية |
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us
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